
March 21, 2021 

The Fifth Sunday of Lent 
“…the One who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also,  

through his Spirit dwelling in you.”—Romans 8:11 

Dear Friends; 

 

One of my favorite quotes is from the movie, The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel. The narrator comments, 

“Everything will be all right in the end. If it’s not all right, it is not yet the end.” Jesus came to announce that 

indeed in the end everything will be all right. And in fact he will be that ‘all right’ ending for which we all long. 

 

The gospel stories of Jesus raising the synagogue official’s daughter or the widow’s only son in the town of 

Nain and our story, today, of the raising of Lazarus are not the same as what happens to Jesus in the 

resurrection. These stories though draw attention to what will happen to Jesus. In John this raising of Lazarus is 

not called a “miracle” but it is called a sign. This sign points to the transformed life of the resurrection of Christ.  

 

After his death, Jesus will not return to his historical biological life as does Lazarus. In resurrection Jesus enters 

fully into the “Life of God,” a liberated life, a life free from the power of death. In our second reading from the 

Letter of St Paul to the Romans, Paul is trying to get us to see that the resurrection is not a one-time miracle in 

the life of Jesus that demands our belief. Rather than a private victory of one man to prove that he is divine, 

Paul wants us to see that Jesus embodies a pattern of creation that has always been true. “…the One who raised 

Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also, through his Spirit…” 

 

Nothing is the same forever. Ninety-eight percent of our bodies’ atoms are replaced each year. In Geology we 

see that over the millennia no landscape or continent is permanent. Water, ice, steam are all the same thing at 

different stages and temperatures. Franciscan Fr. Richard Rohr says “‘Resurrection’ is another word for change 

but particularly positive change—which we tend to see only in the long run. In the short run, it often looks like 

death.” But our faith tells us that life is merely changed not ended. 

 

Jesus’ incarnation into life, his passing through death and his resurrection to the ongoing Life as Christ is the 

model. It is the pattern for us and the whole universe. Jesus proclaims, “I am the resurrection and the life.” 

Resurrection is not a one-time anomaly but a universal principle. Jesus has been raised as the eternal Christ who 

can never die. And he dwells in us and will never die in us. Jesus says, “Whoever believes in me, even if they 

die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.” 

 

Anyone, who holds any kind of unexplainable hope, believes in the resurrection whether they are formally 

Christian or not—even if they do not believe Jesus was physically raised from the dead. In the “sign” of the 

raising of Lazarus, Jesus reveals that every man and every woman is destined for resurrected life. The divine 

will shine permanently through our humanity. Resurrection is about you and it is about me, it is about every 

creature, planet and star; it is about everything. All will be changed by Love. 

 

The journey of Christ Jesus from death to new life is the pattern of our existence. It is our hope and a promise 

that, “Everything will be all right in the end.” 

 

Peace, 

Fr Ron                    Esta carta está en español en el sitio web: www.stannechurchbyron.com 
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